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Amendrrtents to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions (and listings) of claims without prejudice 
in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

1-18 (canceled) 

19. (previously presented) In a contract manufacturing frameworl<, a method of 
providing access to services comprising: 

providing a database including a request for proposal C'RFP") mechanism, a 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism, a plurality of service provider data structures 
and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, wherein each service provider data 
structure Includes a description of service provided by a particular service provider, 
and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a description of offerings of a 
particular manufacturer; 

identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from a user 
utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user is a service provider 
or a manufacturer; 

receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data in the database with the nondisclosure 
agreement mechanism; and 

affording network-based project management services to the user based on the 
request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets In a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 
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20. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
tracking a status of manufacturing processes performed by the identified service 
provider 

21. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiry service engineers. 

22. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiry service chemists. 

23. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, wherein the database is 
accessed utilizing the Internet. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (previously presented) A computer program embodied on a computer readable 
medium for providing supply chain/workflow services in a contract manufacturing 
framework comprising: 

a code segment for providing a database including a request for proposal f RFP'^ 
mechanism and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of 
manufacturer data structures, wherein each service provider data structure includes 
a description of service provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each 
manufacturer data structure includes a description of offerings of a particular 
manufacturer; 

a code segment for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user . 
is a service provider or a manufacturer; 

a code segment for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

a code segment for cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data in the database 
with the nondisclosure agreement mechanism; and 

a code segment for affording network-based project management services to the 
user based on the request for proposal and the Identified data structure, wherein 
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afTording project management services includes managing assets in a network-based 
supply chain, Including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets and providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and 
manufacturer assets. 

26-30. (canceled) 

31, (previously presented) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of 
providing access to services comprising: 

logic for providing a database including a request for proposal C"RFP'0 mechanism 
and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer 
data structures, wherein each service provider data structure includes a description 
of service provided by a particular service provider, and wherem each manufacturer 
data structure Includes a description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

logic for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from 
a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user is a service 
provider or a manufacturer; 

logic for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

logic for cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data in the datat>ase with the 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism; and 

logic for affording network-based project management services to the user based on 
the request for proposal and the Identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets In a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 

32-36. (canceled) 

37. (withdrawn) A method - for prov i ding □ cxantrQct manufactur i ng fromowork comprioing ! 
(o) prov i ding o dotobogc having information on □ plura li ty of Gorvicc providoro; 
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^te) us i ng aold dotobase to motch a user to o jcrv l cG prov i der gc l cctod from 

among sold p l ural i ty of sorv i cQ prov i dora based on scrviccQ prov i ded by tho 
se l ected pcrvico provider; 

^b) providlng - oupply cho l n/workflow ijervlc e s for scrv l ccG provid e d by the oorvico 

prov i dGrs} 

(e) Dllow i ng tt ^e u s er occcss to tQchn l cal services concorning sGrviccs provided by 

the serv i ce prov i ders utlllzmg tho databasoi ond 

^d) providing transaction serv i CQS to the user util i zing a request for cconQm l c 

^ansactlon proposjl mcchonism and q nond i Qclosurc agreement mechanism 
l ocated on the database. 

38. (withdrawn) A method as rocltcd I n c l a i m 37, wherein th e step of match i ng the user 
to a s ervice prov i der I nciudeo qucry i hg the databas e u si ng request data from the 
user, i dent i fy i ng part i cular service prov i der I nformotion based on tho request data ; 
and send i ng the user the ident i fied serv i ce provider i nformation i 

39. (withdrawn) A method as recited i n cla i m 37, wherein the step of prov i d i ng supp l y 
cha i n/workflow s e rvices I ncludes i dent i fying part i cu l ar serv i ce provider i nformat i on 
booed on a request for proposal from the user uti l izing the request for proposal 
m e chanism, and afford i ng project management serv i ces to the user based on the 
request for proposa l and the ident i fied oorv i ce provider information; 

40. (withdrawn) A method as recited In claim 37/ where i n - the stop of a ll ow i ng the user 
acce s s to tcchnico! se rvice s I ncludes ident i fy i ng particuiar serv i ce prov i der 
i nformatton based on a request data from tho user, wherein the part i cu l ar serv i ce 
prov i der i nformat i on includes information concern i ng procosfi design serv i ces, and 
sending th e user data concerning process des i gn serv l ceo ut i lizing the identified 
service prov i der Informat i on. 

41 . { withd ra wn) A - m e thod a s rec i ted in claim 3 ?" , wh e rein the step of provid i ng 
transaction serviceG -i nciudes creating a request for - on econom i c transa c t i on proposa l 
uti l izing the request for economic transact i on proposa l mGchanism, rece i v i ng 



PA(£ 6/1 r RCVD AT m05 4:29:17 PM [Eastern DayEgM 



08/29/2005 15:29 FAI 6*12 607 7100 



iaop7 



serial* I 09/551;181 

In reply to Office action mailed: 29 June 2005 
page 6 of 10 

nond i scloQurQ agreement data from tho usor, and cata l oging tlic nondiodosurc 
ogrccmont data ut i lizing o nond i scloGuro agreement mcchan i smt 

42. (withdrawn) A method oo recited in c l a i m 37, where i n ooid p l ura li ty of acrvlce 
providcrg ig q plura li ty of chemical contract monufacturing service prov i dcrg. 

43. (withdrawn) A computer readable medium hav i ng computQr code written therein 
capable of causing a genera l purpooQ computer to implomont the method of c l a i m 

44. (withdrawn) In a contract manufactur i ng framework, a method of provid i ng access to 
services comprio i ng: 

{a5 p roviding a dotobooc i nc l ud i ng a plura l ity of s e rvice prov i der data structurco, 

where i n each serv i ce prov i der data structure includoo a descr i ption of a 
particu l ar serv i ce prov i der; 

{b3 — querying the dotabaoe using request data from a user; 

{e) i dentifying a particular serv i ce provider data structure from among sold 

p l urality of ocfv i cc provider data structures bas e d on tho rcqueot data, 
wf ? >e r el n the particular serv ic e provider data structure i nc l ude s i nformatio H 
concern i ng proecss d e sign services; 

{d) send i ng the user i nfbrmatlon - Gonccrnlng process design ocrv l ces util i zing the 

i dentified sorvICQ prov i der data structure. 

45. (withdrawn) A method as recited in cla i m 11, wherein the Identified serv i ce prov i der 
data ptmcturc includes Information concerning optim l gat i on serv i ces, 

46. (withdrawn) A method qq recited i n claim 14, wherein the ident i fied oorvlccs provider 
data structure includes informat i on concerning techn i ca l experts ovai i ablo for 
e on s u i tationi 

47. (withdrawn) A method as rec i ted in claim 44 , wherein the technica l experts avo l lab l o 
for consultation i nclude eng i neer i ng consu l tation serv i ces. 
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